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Fans of Kraft's Peter Leroy series
(Little Follies) will unequivocally de-
light in this latest installment of Pe-
ter’s adventures growing up in post-
WW II Babbington, the ‘‘clam capital
of America.”” Readers unfamiliar
with this masterful storyteller’s pel-
lucid prose will equally enjoy his ac-
count of Peter’s momentous and
treacherous initiation into junior high
school. The arch cuteness that
marred some of Kraft's earlier vi-
gnettes is absent, as Peter defines
the boundaries of his rapidly develop-
ing self, dealing with his unrequited
crush on Ariana Lodkochnikov, his
best friend’s sister, at whose house
he watches that newfangled inven-
tion, television. Peter’s friendship
with a black classmate prompts his
bigoted parents’s disapproval. His fa-
ther’s subsequent change of heart is
only one of the small miracles in a
magical, funny, healing journey that
features familiar and unusual memo-
ries—backyard barbecues, a sexy, in-
spirational science teacher—without

lapsing into mere nostalgia. (Sept.)
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